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OLYMPIA — The Kitsap Peninsula's three state senators split over a bill to possibly 

overhaul management of the ferry system.

But they agree that tacking a 25-cent surcharge on to ferry tickets, and using the 

revenue to help build a new 144-car boat, is a good idea.

The Washington Senate passed both bills Monday. The vote was 36-11 on the 

management bill and 36-10 on the surcharge.

Sen. Derek Kilmer, D-Gig Harbor, voted against the management bill, while Sens. Phil 

Rockefeller, D-Bainbridge Island, and Tim Sheldon, D-Potlatch, voted for it.

The bill originated in the House and went through significant changes in the Senate's 

Transportation Committee. That means the bill has to go back to the House to see if 

that chamber approves the changes.

The original House and current Senate versions of the bill call for setting several goals 

for the Washington State Ferries. The targets would address on-time performance, 

cost containment, safety, customer satisfaction, project delivery and employee 

satisfaction. The ferry system would have until mid-2013 to meet 75 percent of those 

targets.

The House bill — passed 91-7 — would require that private management be sought for 

the ferry system if it did not meet 75 percent of the targets by mid-2013. Under the 

Senate version, an official would be appointed and given 60 days to create a plan to fix 

the problems within a year.

Kilmer said he voted against the Senate bill because he likes the House version better 

with its stiffer consequences if targets are not met.

Rockefeller and Sheldon believe the Senate version would sufficiently hold the ferry 

system's managers accountable.

Ferry-related unions have vehemently objected to something that is in both the House 

and Senate versions: Removing boat captains, chief engineers and terminal 

supervisors from the unions and formally making them management.
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"If the captain of the ship is not in management, there's a question of: 'Who's in 

charge?'" Rockefeller said.

A crowd of about 7,000 people at a Friday labor rally at the statehouse booed Senate 

Transportation Committee Chairwoman Mary Margaret Haugen, D-Camano Island, for 

removing captains, chief engineers and terminal supervisors from union 

representation.

That infuriated Haugen enough that she decided not to send the surcharge bill to the 

Senate floor. She was in a better mood Monday, and the surcharge bill went to the full 

Senate, where it easily passed.

Rockefeller said passage means that for the first time since a 1999 initiative passed to 

cut car tab taxes, the state can create a specific fund to build new ferries.

Both houses of the Legislature have presented budget plans that call for setting aside 

$65 million in 2011-2013 for the eventual construction of a 144-car ferry. The ferry 

would cost $130 million to $165 million.

The Senate includes the surcharge in its ferry construction calculations, while the 

House does not. The House wants to raise the $65 million from various budget 

transfers.

Meanwhile, Rep. Christine Rolfes, D- Bainbridge Island, recently introduced a bill to 

raise another $75 million. There is no companion Senate bill.

Currently, when the ferry system buys fuel, tax revenue from that sale goes to the 

state's general fund. Under Rolfes' bill, that money or $5.2 million a year — whichever 

is greater — would go to paying off the bond used for ferry construction, starting in 

2013.

Some opposition is expected to that bill because it would siphon off money from the 

general fund.
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