
 

Bill to increase license fees criticized at 

hearing

By John Stang 

Monday, April 11, 2011 

OLYMPIA — The ferry part of the bill drew hardly any objections.

But various interests objected to other parts of a bill that would raise various license 

fees to support transportation programs, including ferries. Backers of the legislation 

say it would raise $124.6 million every two years.

The Washington House's Transportation Committee held a hearing Monday on the bill 

introduced by its chairwoman Rep. Judy Clibborn, D-Mercer Island.

The bill would increase the fee on new five-year drivers licenses from $25 to $45 and 

renewals from $25 to $40, along with dozens of other fee hikes. Washington State 

Ferries would get $25 million of the proceeds for operations — $16.6 million for fuel, 

$4.4 million to limit fare increases and $4 million to maintain service levels. The bill 

would also provide $10 million annually for debt service to build a new 144-car ferry.

Washington Transportation Secretary Paula Hammond, the Ferry Advisory Council, the 

Washington Ferries Coalition, Todd Pacific Shipyards, the Washington State Patrol, 

and several local government associations and contracting groups supported the bill 

because of would send money to ferries, highway maintenance, the state patrol and 

some public transportation.

The annual $10 million for ferry debt services would go toward building a second 144-

car ferry. Other legislation sets aside money for another 144-car boat. They are 

needed because "some of our ferries are pushing 60 years old," said Walt Elliott of 

Kingston, representing the Ferry Advisory Council.

Lobbyists for automobile and motorcycle dealers' groups, plus the recycling industry, 

protested portions of the bill that would drastically raise license fees for those 

businesses.

The initial licensing fee for an auto dealership would increase from $700 to $1,700 

under the bill, while the annual renewal fee would increase from $250 to $900. The 

initial licensing fee for a towing company owner would go from $100 to $450, and from 

$100 to $425 for each annual renewal.
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Stu Halsan, representing the Towing and Recovery Association, said: "That's more 

than the proverbial latte a week."

"Every last straw added to the camel's back comes closer and closer to breaking it," 

said Jim King, representing the Independent Business Association.

Some environmental and bicycling groups also criticized the bill for not funneling more 

money to bicycle, bus and stormwater projects.
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