
Leaders of Ferry-Dependent Communities Say 

They're Unfazed by Gregoire's Plan 

By Steven Gardner  

Saturday, January 8, 2011  

PORT TOWNSEND —  

Ferry communities don’t plan to spend much time discussing Gov. Chris Gregoire’s 

proposal to establish a ferry district. 

“We do have a ferry district. It’s called the state of Washington,” said state Rep. Larry 

Seaquist, D-Gig Harbor, Saturday at a meeting of the Ferry Community Partnership in 

Port Townsend. 

The partnership meeting was attended by about a dozen elected officials from 

Poulsbo, Bainbridge Island, Bremerton, Port Townsend and Vashon Island. 

Earlier this week the governor proposed elimination of Washington State Ferries in 

favor of a transportation district supported by nine counties. The proposal itself would 

have to overcome serious obstacles, including resistance from those who rely on the 

boats. 

Vashon Island’s Kari Ulatoski, the partnership’s chairwoman, emphasized that ferry 

communities should be diplomatic in their responses to the governor’s idea.  

They should not, however, spend a lot of time talking about it, she said. Instead, 

Ulatoski thinks they should be focusing on what ferry communities were asking for 

before the governor made her proposal — no cuts, more local input and sustainable 

funding.  

“What we need to do is thank the governor for her suggestion and acknowledging the 

elephant in the room and express a willingness to work for solutions,” Ulatoski said. 

Ulatoski made the case that the state’s commitment to ferries is what caused residents 

to live and work in ferry communities. Bremerton city Councilman Greg Wheeler said 

that it’s well within the communities’ rights to ask for continued ferry service. 

The officials expressed doubts that residents in Snohomish, King and Pierce counties 

were all that concerned about ferry service. They further concluded that those 
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residents would be unlikely to vote to tax themselves to create the new ferry district.  

The electeds discussed whether they wanted to push for an economic impact study to 

show how much impact the ferries have on the east side of the Sound, which could 

influence lawmakers the three Eastside counties to push for sustainable ferry funding.  

The idea was discussed in 2009 by the Kitsap County Coordinating Council, but was 

never funded. 

Poulsbo Mayor Becky Erickson argued against it Saturday.  

“Beware of getting your wish,” she said. “It might bear out that we’re really not 

impactful.” 

The officials agreed that the Legislature, not the governor, will be the best avenue for 

getting the ferry funding and service issues settled. Out of this session, they said, they 

at least want to get the next year funded. 

The long-term solutions, however, will require a political will those in the room were not 

certain existed in Olympia.  

“They’re going to have to figure out a way to tax people and they don’t want to do it,” 

said Port Townsend Mayor Michelle Sandoval.  

Partnership members plan to meet again Saturday at the Norm Dicks Government 

Center in Bremerton to further develop strategy for the upcoming legislative session.  

Ferries will certainly be on the agenda, Seaquist said, largely because of the 

governor’s proposal.  

“The good thing about what the governor has done is she put us there in front,” he 

said. “We’re going to argue about ferries first.” 
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