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BREMERTON — A maximum of 6,600 individuals representing roughly 5.5 percent of 

the workforce in Kitsap County utilize Washington State Ferries to get to and from work 

according to a Kitsap Sun article.

A reader commented on another article about the possibility of a new ferry taxing 

district, stating that he would be happy to pay more taxes so he could live where he 

wanted and also have the job he wanted.

Maybe I shouldn't have been, but I was taken aback by the ferry commuter numbers 

and the reader's comment. The number was an issue because it was much smaller 

than I expected. The number is especially small when you consider over 40 percent of 

our workforce is employed outside the county. The comment was an issue because it 

clearly indicated a belief that the general public should subsidize an individual's 

decision about where he/she lives in relation to work without regard to the cost.

I know, I know, there is a lot more involved in public transportation of all kinds than the 

number of everyday users and their personal choices about where they live and work. 

Still, superimpose small numbers and a sense of entitlement on an enormously 

expensive system such as state ferries and you can't help but see there is a problem. 

A large ferry system with high-capacity car ferries is just not the equivalent of our local 

transit system.

If it did nothing else, the governor's announced plan and accompanying statements 

effectively ended any chance that ferries as highways will be an easy-winning 

argument in the future. While the concept is certainly valid as an argument, a car ferry 

will never again be seen as the equivalent of a highway in the minds of most people 

that don't live on the west side of Puget Sound or in the San Juan Islands.

The plan, dead on arrival in the Legislature, was an astute political move. The governor 

must have known when she made the announcement that this plan wouldn't fly. I feel 

certain she made this proposal as a way to make more palatable what will actually 

happen. I would bet she hopes whatever the outcome we will think we got off easy.

Even though the governor's plan failed miserably, the highest-ranking politician in 

Washington state has said the magic words — it's not a highway. It is now acceptable 
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for all politicians east of Puget Sound to join the chorus proclaiming ferries are not 

highways and the state can't afford to do this anymore.

At the very least, very large changes are coming to Washington State Ferries.

I have tried to understand what the governor and others see when they look at the 

WSF. When I do that, it is clear to me why our current position on ferry service is 

probably no longer achievable. So what do they see?

First, there has not been a justifiable need for car ferries between Bremerton and 

Seattle for a very long time. Road access is cheaper, quicker and has become more 

convenient over the last 30 years. It may not be politically correct but it is a fact.

Second, car ferries will continue to fill a need in the San Juan Islands and Vashon 

Island. With those two exceptions, the political view is that ferries are now just another 

form of public transportation that exists to connect one transportation system with 

another.

Third, in keeping with the first and second truths, car ferry service will continue to 

decline in Kitsap County.

The governor has asked if not this — then what? My answer is simple. I would have 

Kitsap County's leaders ask the state to begin the transition of all car ferries serving 

Kitsap County to appropriately sized passenger-only ferries. I would stop Southworth 

service and add a Kingston-to-Seattle route.

I would start the transition in Bremerton and move north as car ferries are retired from 

service. The Bremerton transition could start as soon as appropriate boats can be 

made available.

An early decision would provide several years for Bainbridge and Kingston car ferry 

users to adjust.

I would agree to a fare recovery of 100 percent of operating costs for passenger-only 

ferries with the state covering capital costs and continuing to operate the system.

On some level we have all known for a long time that an announcement similar the one 

made by the governor had to come. We just did not know when or what form it would 

take. It's here now and the citizens of Kitsap County need to take bold step forward. 

We can continue to complain — or we can define the change.

Larry Croix may be reached at larrycroix@msn.com.
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